Gardens of mythology

The garden is the ultimate symbol of the meeting between man and nature, thus becoming an ideal observatory to interpret the vision of nature that man at times has favoured as a mirror of himself and of the world he sees and believes, in a constant dialectic between external landscapes and landscapes of the soul.   

The garden can appear as a sort of magical place, a sacred wood in which youth and beauty, the privileges of the gods, reign forever. The garden is a secret place of lost bliss, the space of primordial perfection in which man had once been united as one with the divine and from which he had later been expelled. The garden has been luxuriant nature since the golden age, in which flowers and fruits freely bud and bloom to delight and astound those who live there. The garden is a place of amorous passion and erotic abandon, at times as fleeting as enthralling. The garden is a place of childhood and innocence, in which man can recognise the child within himself. And, finally, the garden is a place of harmonious plurality where variations enhance its richness and where this otherness enriches it further.

Through a reading of both literary and artistic works which have the underlying theme of the garden (related to Greco -Roman mythological patrimony or inspirationally derived from it) it is possible to embark upon an educational journey which is bound to arouse interest and is capable of combining art and science, pleasure and duty, the world of dreams and the dimension of reality.

