                   Water in mythology
Origin and source of all things, beginning and end of the world, very essence of life and permanent life-force of all living creatures, water is a constant protagonist in mythology and in the sacred writings of all civilizations, as well as in the philosophical speculations of those who undertake a journey of reflection on man and nature.
In Greek cosmogonic doctrine, greatest evidence of which can be found in the tales of Homer and Esodio, the Ocean is the primordial element of the universe, the first spring from which all other waters were born. The supreme divinities of the cosmos place the waters of the sky, the earth and the underworld under their domination, controlling their intensity and power.
Supernatural creatures – male and female – who inhabit the waters are defined kourothrophoi, protectors of childhood and youth. Brave and good heroes enable man to use this vital water daily, for just and righteous purposes, taming its extraordinary, ambivalent and mysterious energy. Because of the many aspects in which it appears, water brings to mind images of metamorphosis, a theme which in turn is linked to the fantastic and symbolic element inherent in the mysterious dimension of magic.
It is this itinerary of images and words, leading through the meanderings of our classical mythological patrimony, that the educational pathway proposed here would like to follow; the task of making contact with an ‘ancient perception’ of water, laden with deep respect and mysterious sacredness, through the artistic sensibilities of ancient painters and writers.
In the course of this ‘journey’, only apparently outside present time and space, pupils in the role of young ‘searchers of the lost waters’ investigate, make discoveries and daydream about the element of water, moving among the places, figures and stories of a past that, no matter how distant, belongs to us culturally and spiritually.

An observation of the intimate bond established by our ancestors with this infinite substance can offer modern society valid suggestions for re-establishing the more harmonious rapport with the environment which has been so greatly compromised and for hoping in the role of new generations as careful guardians of a precious commodity, ever more threatened and ‘wounded’.
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